Liz Greenhalgh   October 2025 Update

Thank you for your prayer support, the prayer points have been highlighted in yellow. 

Summer Camps
In July we welcomed 150 children to the church to hear about running the race for the Lord. We based the camp on verses from Hebrews 12: 1-2, encouraging the children to never take their eyes of the Lord and to keep running the race. It was encouraging to hear how well the children learned the verses and how engaged they were with the interactive and engaging teaching and the praise and worship time. May the Lord continue to work in their hearts. 

After-School celebration: 
The school year came to an end and praise God that each of the children that were enrolled in the programme, had made good progress throughout the year, with some improving on reading and writing skills whilst another boy was able to keep up much better at school and had increased grades as well as others having learned their times tables. 

We celebrated their progress with an end of year celebration, where we were pleased to welcome parents of the children, including a Dad that came. We gave glory to the Lord, for what had taken place during the year and prayed for them as well as presenting them with certificates of achievement and telling them how proud we were of each one of them and why. It was encouraging for the children and the parents and for us as a team and it was a great opportunity to glorify the Lord and with parents that don’t know Him. 

We also had an outing to the zoo in the summer holidays as reward for their hard work and we hope to continue to support these children again this year too. 

It was also encouraging to see how they are growing in their faith in the Lord, especially Marius, who has learned to call on him when he needs help. He often says, we should pray about this! It is an encouragement as the main thing that we want is their young hearts to find Christ. The battle continues to rage around but a heart that is rooted in Christ; the truth, is strengthened and has hope in the midst of the chaos. 

I am currently praying about how to move forward, since we have had some team changes, with two of the team moving back to the States and two other ladies that can only come when they are available. This leaves us with a core team of 5 regular people, but they can’t necessarily come on both days, so we are looking at how to do things so that we can still be effective, since a lot of the children needed the one-to-one, or one adult to two. 

We will look to start the programme next week, a little later than usual, but due to a number of factors, it was necessary to go a bit slower this year. I will also go to the school to see if there are any other children that have been identified as struggling and needing some extra support.. 

Please could you pray with me with this; for the right children to be enrolled, for wisdom with the team and moving forward for this year. 

School Visits
I have started back at the school and upon visiting a teacher, in order to make the plan, I was very encouraged to see that Marius, as mentioned above, whom I also helped last year at the school, who at the age of 8, didn’t know any letters, can now write small sentences. He worked hard last year to learn the letters after which he started to read small words as well as writing small words under supervision. The teacher was very pleased that he is now starting to write small sentences independently and I definitely see a small improvement in his reading. Marius is also encouraged and motivated to keep learning, which is great! 

There is still a lot of work to be done and we will continue to focus on improving reading, and writing as well as math. Praise the Lord that things have improved and for the good relationship with His teacher. We always start our sessions at school with a prayer and give that time to him and ask Him to help Marius to be able to learn what he needs to learn. Please keep him in your prayers. Even if he won’t leave school knowing everything, at least to be able to read and write and to do basic math, is going to make a difference to his future. 

There is another boy Alex, who is 10 and doesn’t know anything either. We tried to work with him last year, but unfortunately his attendance is poor at school and due to insecurities, he is often lashing out at others in the class, so he now has to attend school with his Mum, even if it is just for a couple of hours. Unfortunately she doesn’t always take him but we really want him to attend our programme. One of our conditions is that students have to regularly attend school, so that we are a support, rather than replacing the child’s schooling. Please pray that something can be resolved. 

Youth
I sense that we have entered into a new season with the group. Some have moved on to university or other events have intervened and the average age of the group is now more towards the younger age, between 13-16, though we do still have some older ones. The overall numbers are therefore a little lower than they were, around 18 and we thank God for each one of them and for what He is doing and for what he is going to do in them.

Once a month, we are having split groups, with a small group of 18+ meeting with the pastor and his wife, whilst Marius, who I co-leader with and I, meet with the younger ones. This is a great opportunity to invest in their lives spiritually, with regards to events or life issues that they can be facing at their age. 

It has been good to preach a bit more often, recently and to also reach out to some of the youth on an individual basis, during their life struggles and to advise and support them in prayer. A listening ear is always helpful for any of us, at whatever age we are.  

I plan to take a small group to do some mission work again back in the Roma village in Tarlungeni during the school holidays. 

Marius and his wife have since moved in next-door, to where my lovely American missionary neighbours lived and who moved back to the States in the summer. Talking with his wife, Adina, we plan to meet more often to pray as a team for the youth and to set up meetings with some of them together. 

Whilst often praying for the young people by myself, it has always been a desire to pray more often as a team, but due to different factors, mainly being that I am in full-time ministry and they aren’t, it has always been more difficult to do outside of our planning meetings. However, it is going to be a little easier with them living next-door and the fact that it has come from them, is really encouraging. 

Please pray with us, for the Lord’s vision and for the youth to grow deeper in their love for God. 

Prison
Praise the Lord that Lucia finally came out of prison in May and is now living with her daughter and Granddaughter! 

I met with her not long after she had come out and it was great to see how she was doing, to encourage her and to pray with her. As expected, it was and still is a difficult adjustment period for her, having been inside for so many years in a traumatic environment. 

Her health is of course still not the best and she talked about the struggle of now being out after almost 9 years and also to still not being able to quite believe it. I sensed from the way she was talking that she was carrying unforgiveness and bitterness in her heart. 

I plan to meet with her again next week and then on a more regular basis, where we will also read together from the Bible. It will be a journey for her to readjust, so please continue to pray for her, since it is still early days and please pray that the Lord puts on my heart about how to encourage her in Him. 


