Liz Greenhalgh update December 2025

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

Hello!
What a message of hope we find in the above passage, a new baby that brought hope and peace, born into a dark world. A Saviour who changed everything for everyone, everywhere and who is still changing lives and setting people free. The light that started to glimmer when that special baby was born in the most humble of ways, now shines brightly in the form of hope and freedom. Freedom from the slavery of sin and a hope that says that there is something beyond this life, a promise of a place with God the Father, for those who choose His son. 
What greater gift do we have to offer others this Christmas, than this simple but profound message of hope. May this truth always continue to grow deeper within our hearts and continue to move us to tell others about the hope that is available and may we allow it to continue to transform us from within, to be more like Him. 
I thank you for your continued interest and support over this past year, it means a lot and is a great encouragement and a reminder that we are moving forward together. 
For some it will have been a great year, for others a more challenging year, but regardless of what you have been going through, I pray that the Lord provides for all of your needs, whatever they may be and I pray that the Lord blesses you abundantly this Christmas and in 2026

With best wishes and appreciation, 
Liz.

After-School: 
The AS programme is going exceptionally well this year since starting again in early November, praise the Lord! We have a smaller (5), but very dedicated team, who are all 100% committed to helping the children to reach their potential as well as initiating ideas and bringing snacks or other things to bless the children with. Two of the staff do alternate days, where one comes one day, the other comes the 2nd day, so we have a team of 4 at each session.  
We currently have 9 children in the programme and this year, I pick them up directly from school, which is easier and we provide lunch on both days and on  the second day, we go to our canteen before going to the church to start the programme. Praise the Lord for creative ideas this year on how to do things differently since it was going to be a big challenge with the transport. 
 
The 9 children that are in the programme love to come and were disappointed that we need to break for the Christmas holidays.  
 
We had 10 children initially, but one girl, (9 years) missed a lot of school and unfortunately her Mum continues to make many excuses for her and even got angry with me when I challenged her about it and told me to take her off the list.  
 
Sadly the lack of discipline at home, especially when it comes to social media use late at night results in her not getting out of bed on time and therefore the whole family is sleeping in. It is sad because she is a very smart girl and has a lot of potential, but it is fighting a losing battle if the parents are not on board. This is a prayer point.  
 
Alex, whom I mentioned in my last update, also continues to miss a lot of school, but his Mum has asked that he could join our programme, so please continue to pray that she will come to work out a solution as to how he will attend school first. Often I see him walking along the street with his parents when he should be in school, so it is not that he cannot go to school, but sadly, again, there is a lack of discipline at home.  
 
On the positive side, we know that the AS programme has helped a lot of children over the past 5 years and praise the Lord that there are children that have learned to read and write, keep up much better with school and an overall increased attendance for some of them, thanks to the support of the dedicated team.  
 
I am thankful to the Lord for this vision and if I am honest, it has been difficult at times, but God has always been faithful to provide everything that was needed and this year the team is a lot stronger, which is an answer to prayer.  
 
We are thankful to see how the children like to pray and come with that initiative themselves to say grace and to join in the prayers before the programme. It was nice to see this week an older sibling and a younger sister volunteering to join in and pray too, this week, after months of not wanting to. We really recognise that the children experience God’s love through the team and they absorb the small nuggets of truth that we impart into their hearts. We are thankful for this opportunity and pray that the children will live lives that honour the Lord.  
We had a nice time doing a Christmas celebration this week, where we gave the children gifts and the family a food package from food that had been donated through the Food Bank project. (See below).  
 
School 
Praise the Lord that Marius continues to be making great progress with his reading and writing and now with his times tables, which he should have learned last year at school. He still needs to repeat them a lot and he still needs a lot of support, but I am thankful that I can go in 4mornings a week and work with him for the first 2 sessions. The one-to-one support is really helping him. We continue to always start with a prayer and I see his simple faith in the Lord, which brings me a lot of joy.  
 
Canteen 
We team up with the Food Bank throughout the year, which is a blessing and for two weekends a year, December and near to Easter, we stand at the entrance of assigned supermarkets to share with customers that there is the opportunity to donate to the needy through the food bank via our canteen. People can buy something and put it in the collection box as they leave. We are able to then bless people more through the canteen, or the families through our other projects. We are thankful that we received our biggest ever donation amount of 3151kg of food goods! 
 
We also invited our beneficiaries to our Christmas celebration this week, where we brought the message of hope; the gospel. I covered the children’s spot again, asking a colleague to act out the short sketch that I had prepared involving a simple man who wanted to get rich, but found himself still unfulfilled once he did. We are only ever fully fulfilled once we are in a relationship with the Lord.  
 
Other ministry: It was with great joy to return to the ministry that I was involved in over 9 years ago and to share a talk with the ladies groups there. I went to Zizin in the morning where we had 9 precious Roma ladies and then on to Tarlungeni, where many of the ladies that I worked with turned up.  
 
The team there had prepared a nice meal with them and I had been asked to share a message with them. The Lord put on my heart the word ‘freedom.’ I initially spoke about the gospel message and how the truth will set us free, plus then other things that the Lord had put on my heart: unforgiveness, guilt and shame and the power of spoken words for example; the things that we can carry with us for a lifetime if we don’t lay them down before the cross.  
 
Elpis: I am translating for a retired gentleman coming from Bulgaria, from Romanian to English. This is a big challenge because it requires listening to the teaching, understanding and communicating it in English, all at the same time. The man said that he was able to use some of the teaching to help a friend in Bulgaria recently, so it is great that he comes over to the course.   
Please pray for:  
Continued prayer for the After-school: thanks and praise for a great team, continued unity in the team, that the kids continue to develop in their learning and that they come to know the Lord in a deeper way.  
Prayer for Marius, the boy that I work with at school, that he will continue to learn, but also any healing that is needed, that the Lord will do this. That he will continue in his simple faith in the Lord for life and that it won’t be stolen from him by the enemy and that the Lord will use Him mightily.  
For the situation with the 9 year old and Alex, who both do not go to school so often and for a change of perspective for their parents in this.  
For the health of the lady who came out of prison 
For the youth, for good unity, since this group is now with a lot of new members. 
For improvement towards mastering the art of translation.  


