Youth:
We have had a nice increase in numbers recently with around 10 new young people coming 6,
being from Voila, where they attend the school where I help Marius at. They all come from a
difficult background and each of them have recently said yes to the Lord!
We hope to do another Youth Alpha course soon. We are praying about it. It is 2 years since the
last one, which was successful. We really feel lead by the Lord to do this and the other leaders
are enthusiastic too.
I met with one of the young teen girls, 18, who needed to talk recently, so we met on a Saturday
morning where she was able to offload what was on her heart and I was able to encourage her
in the Lord and pray with her. Praise the Lord for the opportunity, which encouraged her greatly
and helped a lot. I have been growing in deeper relationship with other teen girls, with other
opportunities arising to encourage and pray for them in relation to the current battles they are
facing in their personal lives. One girl’s Father has cancer and she is of course struggling with
this, because he is now refusing treatment and doesn’t know the Lord. For her, it is also a
rejection, because they have asked him to do it, for them (her and her sister and Mum). Please
pray that he will come to know the Lord before he passes. He doesn’t really want to see people
from the church, but we are praying for a change of heart. The Lord put on my heart to fast and
pray for him and another father, of a lady in the church, who is also ill and doesn’t know Him.
We did this together, the lady and the teen girl on one of the days a few weeks back. I know that
the Lord has heard our prayers and I believe that He will answer them.
I preached on being a vessel for God in February and being available for the Lord to work
through us to reach out to others.
Last Friday, the Lord put on my heart to talk about forgiveness and we explored this topic
together in groups after an introduction. We explored what it means and what it doesn’t mean
and the importance of choosing to forgive those who have hurt us, with all of our heart (Mathew
18: 35).
As the Lord challenged us, we wrote down the names of those who had hurt us and as an act of
love and grace, we prayed and chose to forgive them. Later we burned these pieces of paper as
a symbolic representation that the unforgiveness is, no more.
Forgiveness is never easy, but we are called to do it by our heavenly Father, who has forgiven
each of us, of so much. Sometimes we really struggle to forgive those around us, but as we
grasp the reality of the amount of which we have been forgiven by God, this can help us, in
obedience, to forgive others.
After-School
The atmosphere of God’s love and acceptance reigns there and I am so thankful for a
hard-working and dedicated team that expresses this as well as helping greatly in teaching the
children what they need to learn. We see the children growing in confidence and friendship and
in the Lord.
We were encouraged recently as a 13 year old girl that only started coming in November time,
said recently that she was thankful to God because her Dad was now out of hospital and that
she had also prayed for him at home. This was following on from one of the workers asking that
we pray for her friend, which the children did and then I asked if any of the children had
someone who was sick and this girl told us about her Dad. Praise God, for the  way He is
working in their hearts. We know that she isn’t coming from a Christian family, so for her to be
saying this, is encouraging.
The teachers are seeing a difference in the children and their educational abilities, which is also
encouraging. Grades and attendance are increasing. It is very difficult for the teachers, who face
so many different challenges, because of the children all being at different levels, so it is great
the project can work well in collaboration with the school and be a support there as well as a
witness for the Lord.
We have been teaching the children about loving your neighbour and what that looks like and
about prayer, forgiveness and being thankful for the blessings that we have and about Jesus
being the only way to God the Father and talking about how Jesus will return one day as well as
what baptism means. We are happy to see that the children are taking in what we say and
continue to be enthusiastic about praying for others and for the programme and blessing any
food that they receive. They have the most blessed food, since everyone wants to say a small
blessing! It is nice to see their simple faith.
School visits: working with Marius
Marius continues to make good progress and is doing much better with his reading. He
continues to feel encouraged and he is growing in confidence. He is making steady progress
with his times tables, something that he should have learned last year at school. We have also
started on the basics of division. It feels like a race to get him to learn the basics as much as
possible before going into class 4 in September, where the level again will be much higher.
He seems to be able to focus better too. I am thankful to the Lord for this opportunity to help him and for the way in which he has a simple faith in the Lord and proposes that we pray for different  things. May this go with him through life!
Canteen
We had a meeting, in Feb for the beneficiaries, where I gave a talk on Jesus being the Way,
truth and Life. We were able to pray with them afterwards for those who wanted prayer. These
meetings are once a month, but there is also opportunity as we give food out to listen,
encourage and pray for the beneficiaries, as they need and want. I was also supporting one of
our ladies as she needed some tests, but would need to be an inpatient for them, so on her
second time of visiting the doctor, I went with her, because the first times she went alone and
the doctors attitude was terrible towards her, which can sadly, often be the way it is over here,
so the next time I went with her and it was totally different. Sadly, I have seen this many times
before, that once they realise there is a foreign person with them, they become all nice and
smiles, so I have learned that it is sometimes good to use this towards helping someone that
needs it, which was the case here.
We had our annual clothing project in February, where we invited over 150 people to come and
choose from the clothes that we received from Holland last year. I was once again asked to
coordinate this large and demanding project, which runs Monday to Friday and requires a large
group of volunteers. I saw the Lord’s hand in it and I was thankful that shifts that seemed to
have less volunteers available were suddenly covered at last minute by people who wanted to
help with extra. We also had some of our church neighbours come in to choose clothes, so it
was an opportunity to build up a relationship with them. I invited them to our Women’s day event a couple of weeks later and a couple of them came and came under the sound of the gospel.
We are still praying for them to come to the Lord.
Elpis
In February, I went to help at a healing retreat in Brasov. The two ladies that we ministered to
separately were really touched by the Lord in the counselling. It was wonderful to see people
bringing their burdens before the Lord and leaving them at the cross and going home much
lighter! Praise God that he heals and sets people free!
Prayer points:
1. For the two men (Father’s) who are very ill and don’t know the Lord yet. That God will bring  divine revelation and that they will be saved. And for the Father of the teen girl to be open to our pastor and his wife to go and visit them.

2. For the daughters of these men, a teen girl and a lady in her 50’s, that the Lord will encourage and comfort them as they struggle through this.

3. For the Alpha course and that it will have a great impact again as well as wisdom in when to start it and with the details.

4. For continued growth in relationships with the teachers and staff at the school and that they will  come to know the Lord.

5. For continued growth in relationship with the parents and that they will also come to know the Lord.

6. For the neighbours of the church, that they will come into the church and that our relationship with them will continue to grow and that they come to know the Lord.


7. Help with translation skills to continue to improve in this for Elpis.

8. For everything to go well with sorting out the visa.
