
Update September 2026	
Children’s kids camps
We saw around 150 children come to our camp about Ghideon. One week took place in July and the second week was mid-August, where we took children from the Roma villages. 

Through different activities the children learned about the story of Ghideon and I taught the Bible verse, with the goal that they understand what the verse means, as opposed to learning it off-by-heart, which was the request of the camp organiser. This was a chance to get really creative and do a 20 minute activity, which underlined truths for example, that with God we have the victory, or that we need to follow God’s direction. 2 groups (from 6), at a time, would come through to this activity, on a rotation with other activities, so it was fun to relate with the children in smaller groups and challenge them and pray with them and make it fun and interactive. The children really responded well and could remember the messages the following day. 

Youth
Youth group continued throughout the whole summer and we were really happy to see that a large number of them stepped up to volunteer at the most recent kids camp and took ownership of being small group leaders. 

We have had a few new young people attend; Fabian, a boy of 17 who came through someone else has given his life to the Lord and was active in sharing about God with the children as he also helped out at the kids camp. 

Sara, also invited by a member, a colleague from school has a lot of problems and was bullied a lot at school and is clearly seeking love and belonging. She has an unstable background with her parents splitting up and then getting back together. It is not easy for her and she has a lot of fear. We are just accepting her and loving her as she is, but please pray that she comes to know the Lord. Here, all of her needs for love and belonging will be met beyond measure. 

Petrica, also invited through a colleague, is wonderful and again from a difficult background, so much so that he has been living with his Auntie for the last 3 months. He is enjoying belonging to the group and has recently started to come to church too. Praise God! 

Youth camp, took place in July and we took 16 of our young people to an organised Christian Youth camp; Camp Impact, where the theme was based on 1 Timothy 4:12. The youth enjoyed all of the activities and teaching and were impacted by it. My colleague and I lead one of the small groups, which meant that we were able to minister into the lives of other young people from around the country. 

Fabian, (mentioned above) gave testimony at church saying how the Lord had done a physical healing in him during the camp, which was confirmed by a doctor. Praise God! 

Education
Whilst the After-School closed for the summer, I continued to meet on an individual basis with 3 selected children who are the most behind and when a colleague could join me, we would take all 3 of them together to work on reading, writing and Math. 

For one girl in particular, Ioana, with whom I met the most, she has really started to read much better. Only last November, she was learning the letters. I believe that she is a smart girl, but having missed a lot of school, during a period when her Dad was in prison, she has remained very far behind and passed through to the next school year, not knowing the basics and therefore continued to struggle. 

She goes into class 4 in September, which will be a big jump in the level taught  and ideally she should repeat the previous class, but this school keeps passing the children, even if they don’t know how to read or write. She would benefit from going back a couple of years, but is not allowed. 

One nice story she told me, was that she had been reading together with her Dad one evening, the book that she took home from us, which was encouraging. Especially in the Roma environment this rarely happens! 

We hope to try again with an 11 year old boy, Alex, who has missed a lot of school and his Mum, sadly, it is down to his Mum, who cannot get out of bed so early. I saw Alex recently whilst on a walk and he really desires to come because he doesn’t know how to read or write yet. It is a complicated situation and I have had a few discussions with his Mum. We cannot take the children in the programme unless they attend school regularly. It was also an opportunity to talk to him about the Lord and God’s love for him and to also pray for him for this new school year ahead. Please also pray that he will attend school and will come to us. 

Other ministry
A few of us helped a lady who is under our canteen who needs to move out of an apartment that a relative has let her stay in for free for the last couple of years. She is very poor and receives around £85 a month to live on. A lady from the uk has been kindly sending a monthly donation to help to cover bills and provide some extra food for her, so this has been a great testimony for her, that the Lord always provides as well a huge blessing to her and something that has removed a lot of stress for her, because of the bills that were mounting up. 

She will move back to where she lived previously, because the relative wants to sell the apartment, but the room that she will go back to was in need of a big clear out and renovation, which we were able to help her with in August. She was truly delighted at this and whilst it is not the best place to live, it is the place that she is choosing to go back to despite the town-hall offering her something else, but it is the other side of town and will cut her off from her small community. 

I had the opportunity recently to share the gospel and pray with a lady, 35 years old, who is living in Campina for a few months. She is going through some problems and she was very open to sharing with me in the opportunity that we had and very open for prayer. She came to church on Sunday and we will meet again on Thursday. Please pray for her; Roxana is her name. 

An older lady came to visit me today, I talk to her here and there when I see her on the streets. I know her, because she looked after my elderly neighbour for a couple of years, before she died. She is a practicing Orthodox and so we hold different beliefs in that respect. I have had discussions with her in the past and I was able to pray with her again today. Please pray that the true message of Jesus will go into her heart and she will enter into a relationship with Him, not just follow a tradition. She really enjoyed the prayer. 

Prayer requests:
For the older orthodox lady, for Roxana and for the youth team, moving forward in unity. For the After-school as we start again and specifically for Alex; that he will attend school this year and come to our programme and that every seed sown over the summer will take root and produce fruit. 
